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Message from  
the Principal
Hospitality is one of the many wonderful 
aspects that helps to make Mercedes College 
both successful and a wonderful place to be.  
I am also discovering that there exists a strong 
line of sight from our vision (why we do things) 
to our teaching methodologies, relationships 
and our culture (how we do things) and our 
relationships and curriculum programmes 
(what we do). 

I would sincerely like to thank past Principal, Mr Peter Daw, 
Interim Principal, Mr Paul Wadsworth, the leadership team, 
and staff for all their efforts in setting Mercedes on a course 
for future success. I am hopeful that together we will be 
seekers of clarity in building that future together.

We will look to continue the many excellent practices and 
processes that exist today at our College; we will have an 
eye firmly on the future and constantly challenge those that 
can be improved. We will ensure our College is well 
resourced, that Mercedes continues to provide outstanding 
value for money, and that the appropriate procedures and 
structures are in place to enable staff and students to excel. 

The Year of Responsibility

Being Shining Lamps in the Year of Responsibility 

“Shining lamps...giving light to all around us” 
(Catherine McAuley) 

You are most likely familiar with the College tradition of 
choosing one of our Mercy Keys as a theme to develop 
throughout the year. This year we have chosen the theme of 
Being Shining Lamps in the Year of Responsibility. These 
themes connect us to our Mercy tradition and they help to 
focus and educate us. 

In my short time at Mercedes College, I have come to 
recognise a ‘spark’ or light in our current and past students. 
Students are encouraged to think independently and drive 
their own learning. They have a sense of strength and an 
investment in not only their success but also the success of 
others. This is very much in line with our theme for 2020 
– letting your light shine. 

Letting your light shine is not about ego. On a simplistic 
level, it is about having the courage to do your best no 
matter the predicted outcome. However, this is said so much 
more eloquently in the speech attributed to Nelson Mandela 
and the writing of spiritual author Marianne Williamson.



3

Fleur De Lis Issue 1 2020

     “Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate.  
Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond 
measure. It is our light, not our darkness that most 
frightens us. We ask ourselves: Who am I to be brilliant, 
gorgeous, talented, fabulous? Actually, who are you not 
to be? You are a child of God. Your playing small does 
not serve the world. There is nothing enlightened about 
shrinking so that other people won’t feel insecure around 
you. We are all meant to shine, as children do. We were 
born to make manifest the glory of God that is within us. 
It’s not just in some of us; it’s in everyone. And as we let 
our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people 
permission to do the same…”

Taking responsibility is a very important step to becoming a 
strong, whole, happy and free person. When individuals use 
their creativity, explore their issues, negotiate, resolve, or when 
a positive decision is made, it results in that person doing 
something positive for themselves. It takes up their personal 
power and they become strong. The world needs that. 

Class of 2019 

The collaboration between students, staff and parents 
provides the best environment for our young people to 
flourish. The Class of 2019 certainly flourished in all 
aspects of their life at school. 

Our 2019 College Duces, Dylan Gong and Margot Hall, 
both achieved a score of 43 points in the IB Diploma and 
an ATAR of 99.60. Our SACE Dux was Charlotte Snook 
with an ATAR of 99.15.

We were delighted that:

•  97% of SACE students received early round (December) 
tertiary offers

•  92% of students received a first round offer following the 
release of the IB results

•  76% of students received their first preference

Most importantly, all students who were seeking tertiary 
entrance were successful in gaining a course of their choice. 

We know the ATAR is not the be all and end all of life, but 
under our current system, it does determine what tertiary study 
options our graduates have in the future. As a community, 
we strongly believe that the success of a student is not gauged 
by the ATAR but more by the person they have turned out to 
be. The students of the Class of 2019 and the old scholars 
who I have met in the short time I have been here are a fine 
group of young people who will in the future, or are 
already, making a positive difference to the world. 

It would be remiss of me not to acknowledge that many of 
our students achieved high levels of excellence. Four students 
gained a score over 99, 39% of Year 12 students gained an 
ATAR above 90 and 18% above 95. We also had:

• 59 laureates (37 female, 22 male)

• 45 Merits (achieved over Year 11 and 12) 

• 30 in IB subjects, 15 in SACE

These Merit students were presented with a memento of 
their achievements at the SACE Awards Ceremony at 
Government House and the IB Diploma students at the 
annual Awards Ceremony at Adelaide Town Hall. 

I have been impressed that the staff of Mercedes College go 
to great lengths to ensure that every student has a pathway 
beyond school. It is a commitment that goes beyond results 
and demonstrates the family atmosphere the College 
enjoys. Congratulations to the students, the staff and the 
families of the students on a job well done.

A New Beginning

Importantly, for each of us, whether it be a new job or a new 
year, we have a sense of a new beginning. We each have 
another opportunity to grow and adapt, and to be the kind 
of leader and educator that we dream of being. 

As a College, we will take full advantage of this important 
opportunity. We will continue to build Mercedes into a place 
where we aspire to realise the potential of all young people 
who are enrolled at the College. We will continue to educate 
them to be the best person they can be – intellectually, 
spiritually and socially – as our students graduate taking 
pride in being members of our thriving community. 

Andrew Balkwill

Principal 
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Chair 
College 
Council

In my kitchen, I have a glass 
splashback on which you will 
find endless notes scribbled in 
whiteboard marker reminding 
me of sporting commitments, 
shopping lists, passwords and 
the general mental chitchat 
that goes on inside the head 
of most adults. Above the 
practical lists, I have an 
inspirational quote that 
changes depending on what I 
need at that time. Right now 
the quote is Victor E. Frankl, 
an Austrian psychologist and 
reads, “Between stimulus and 
response there is a space. In 
that space is our power to 
choose our response. In our 
response lies our growth and 
our freedom”. 

It reminds me that there are countless opportunities during our day that we 
can make a decision to do something differently, to afford a better outcome. 
My thoughts and my reactions are my responsibility, the ripple effect of my 
words and my actions contribute to the collective attitude of my community, 
and I have the power to choose how I respond. If I respond with negativity, 
the ripple effect sends that negativity to those around me who then must in 
turn choose how they respond. If I respond with a commitment to my values 
of compassion, mutual respect and fairness, that ripple effects those around 
me positively and I have fulfilled my responsibility to always seek a better 
outcome.

This school year we are celebrating the Year of Responsibility. Responsibility 
has many faces and can be witnessed in many ways. This year our students 
will grow in their understanding of responsibility - their role in the world, in 
the decisions they make and how their responses impact outcomes. I hope 
they will come to have some small understanding of the ripple effect, and 
how it is their responsibility to contribute to the collective good. 

A Warm Welcome

We started the 2020 school year with a new Principal, Mr Andrew Balkwill. I 
would like to thank the staff, students and families for welcoming Andrew so 
openly, honestly and warmly into our school. Andrew comes to us with a deep 
commitment to the Mercy values which underpin our offering as a school. 

I am pleased to welcome two new members to our College Council this 
year – Deb Dickson and Scott Hicks. They are looking forward to making a 
contribution to the governance of our College and I look forward to working 
with them. 

I am grateful to have been elected Chair of College Council again this year 
with Tanya Sexton as Deputy Chair, and I welcome back current serving 
members Leeann Faddoul, Jane Swift, Olga Trouptsis, Noreen Lucero and 
Andrew Kirkbride. Members of College Council are also asked to serve on 
a Standing Committee that reports to College Council as part of our 
responsibility of corporate governance of our school. I look forward to the 
work of each of those committees and thank Council members for the 
contribution they are making to our school.

College Council is not the only place in which the power of the volunteer is 
felt in our school and I thank all of our community for the generous spirit 
with which you support Mercedes. We are each powerful contributors to our 
families, communities, workplaces and society and I hope for us all that in 
that moment between stimulus and response, may we all take the 
responsibility to afford a better outcome.

Louise Mathwin

Chair of College Council 
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From the  
Director of   
Mission
This year, the College is embracing Catherine 
McAuley and her encouragement that we be 
‘shining lamps….giving light to all around us’. 
At Mercedes College, we are fortunate to have 
our Mercy Keys as a guide. In 2020, we will be 
focussing specifically on the Mercy Key of 
Responsibility. Over the year, the College 
community will be encouraged to wonder what 
responsibility truly is and discern how we can 
live and act with responsibility and mercy in our 
personal growth journey. 

This year we are also recognising 140 years of dedication 
and contribution of our Sisters of Mercy in South Australia. 
There will be many opportunities to celebrate throughout 
2020, commencing with a morning tea earlier this term 
where we were fortunate to have several Sisters of Mercy 
join us in the Rose Garden. 

One of the Year 11 Stage 1 SACE Religion Studies classes 
recently joined some of the Adelaide Sisters for Morning Tea 
at the College. As well as their work as Sisters of Mercy, 
several who joined us are former staff members or students 
and were able to teach the Year 11s about the history of the 
College. The students were inspired by their special leadership 
and compassion in a society where there is much injustice 
and failure to recognise the dignity of men and women. 

Embracing the theme of responsibility this year, our Year 11 
SACE students have commenced their Community Service. 
Students took the initiative to involve themselves in various 
community activities to help and support others. You may 
have seen them out supporting our community on Monday 
afternoons earlier in the year. 

The power of supporting others without expecting anything 
in return has already had an impact. It is always interesting 
to hear the new perspectives and lessons students have 
learnt by assisting many great organisations in our 
community. This programme embraces the ideas and 
energy of the Venerable Catherine McAuley who founded 
the Sisters of Mercy in Dublin in 1831 to provide 
compassionate assistance to those in need. Her legacy 
continues today through the Sisters of Mercy and the many 
ministries of health, education, advocacy and community 
service they deliver — our students can be included in the 
many people who follow Catherine’s example.

Deborah Lubatti

Director of Mission
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Graduation  
Ball
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Class of  2019 Laureates
Our Laureate Assembly was held on  
Friday 14 February to celebrate the academic 
achievements of the Graduating Class of 2019. 
Fifty-nine students were acknowledged as 
laureates, achieving Merits in one or more of 
their Year 12 subjects or placing in the top 10% 
of students nationally by gaining an Australian 
Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) of 90 or above. 

2019 Results 

As an overall Year 12 cohort, with combined SACE and IB 
results, 39% of students achieved an ATAR in the 90s, with 
18% gaining a 95 or higher. A further 18% of students were 
in the 80s. 

The ATAR is used by universities to offer places in their 
courses. 92% of our 2019 cohort received a University offer 
in the first round. The most common pathways for students 
in the 2019 cohort were toward medicine and allied health 
professions, with law, commerce, engineering and teaching 
continuing to be popular. 

At the start of 2019 the Year 12 cohort was challenged to be 
compassionate, generous of spirit and to recognise and be 
inclusive of others. They took on this challenge and ultimately 
proved to be outstanding examples of leadership and 
engagement within and outside of our College community. 

This understanding led the class to be committed to their 
studies and to set themselves high academic standards. 
However, they also understood the importance of balance 
in their final school year and they embraced every 
opportunity to be engaged in school life, co-curricular 
activities and the College’s community building events. 

Ultimately, this approach to Year 12 has served them all 
well, and our 2019 Laureates have achieved outstanding 
academic results, for which they fully deserve our 
congratulations; but more importantly, they have also 
demonstrated through their involvement that they are good 
people – and we are grateful that they have been an 
important part of our ever-growing College community.

2019 Duces 

We congratulate Dylan Gong and Margot Hall as our 
College Duces having both gained 43 points in their IB 
Diploma equating to an Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank 
(ATAR) of 99.60.

Dylan gained Merits in French B SL, Economics SL, 
Chemistry HL, Physics HL and Mathematics HL. Margot 
gained Merits in Indonesian B SL, English A Literature HL, 
Biology SL and Chemistry HL.

We also congratulate Charlotte Snook as our SACE Dux 
with an ATAR of 99.15 and a Merit in General Mathematics.
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I am both honoured and grateful to be joint Dux 
of Mercedes College, and accordingly there are 
countless people I must recognise for their role 
in helping me achieve my best across what was 
a challenging, yet extremely rewarding year. 

I would like to give a special congratulation to Dylan Gong, 
joint Dux, on his amazing results. His dedication to his 
education was outstanding and I have enjoyed studying 
alongside him all these years.

At Mercedes, I felt confident to be myself, and it gave me so 
many amazing academic, sporting, and leadership 
opportunities, as well as other unforgettable experiences for 
which I am extremely grateful. Mercedes College truly was 
– and will always be – a place for me that looked like school 
but felt like home. Education is a human right, but to be 
educated at Mercedes is a privilege that I will be forever 
grateful for. 

However, a school would be nothing without its teachers, so 
a special thank you is in order for the phenomenal teachers 
I had throughout my time at the College. You are honestly 
some of the most genuine, hardworking, and inspirational 
people I have met, and whenever I was lacking motivation  
I ended up working for my teachers more than myself. I will 
also never be able to say thank you enough to my family for 
putting up with me this year. They know better than anybody 
that Year 12 can be extremely exhausting and stressful. Thank 
you for the endless cups of tea and the unconditional support. 

2019 College Dux
I would like to say a massive thank you and congratulations 
to my fellow graduates of the Class of 2019. Everyone had 
a completely different Year 12 experience, and that is why 
standing up here as Dux does not mean I have been any 
more or any less successful than any other graduate. We 
stuck together and supported one another through the good 
and the bad. I think you will all agree that looking back on 
this past year we already do not remember the stress, 
assignments and exams, but rather the friendships built and 
laughs shared day in, day out. Thank you for making my 
whole high school experience one to remember. 

Ultimately, I have learnt that as long as you value your 
personal health and happiness, continue doing what you 
love, and remember to savour the experience, things will 
work out in the end in following and achieving your goals 
– whether it be now or later, academic or not.

Margot Hall 

2019 Mercedes College Joint Dux
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College Captains Years 6-12  
Swimming  
Carnival 

We are incredibly honoured to have been 
selected as your 2020 College Captains and 
with the continued support and enthusiasm 
already shown by our Year 12 cohort and 
teachers, we are looking forward to a great 
year ahead. 

Undeniably, we will work immensely hard in order to live up 
to the high standards set by the preceding 2019 College 
Captains: Luke, Jordan, Callie and Margot. However, with 
the assistance provided by staff, our Year 12 Student 
Leadership Team and our excitement for 2020, we are 
confident in continuing their legacy and adding our 
contribution to the College. 

2020 is the year of Being Shining Lamps in the Year of 
Responsibility. We believe this is an important message for 
all students of the College, and members of the surrounding 
community. During our Inaugural Mass, the message that 
“the journey of a thousand miles, begins with the first step” 
was shared by Father James Valladares, which we believe 
has relevance to all, assisting with guiding us to success as 
we all strive for new, significant achievements this year. 
Throughout 2020 we should all strive to embody shining 
lamps, giving light to all around us and encompassing the 
values that Mercedes College upholds, to be Loyal in All. 

This year we also welcome Mr Andrew Balkwill as our new 
Principal. In doing so, we look forward to the further 
improvements Mr Balkwill will bring to the community and will 
continue to make him feel welcome in our school, ensuring 
an easy transition. We have no doubt he will have the 
students’ best interests at heart in all considerations, and as 
leaders we are privileged to be able to work with him to shape 
our community to keep it thriving with the Mercedes spirit. 

We are eager to embark on this new journey and position in 
the College. To all new students entering the school, we 
would like to extend our welcome to Mercedes. If you have 
any uncertainty with anything, please come and have a chat 
with us – we would love to introduce ourselves and help in 
any way possible. 

This year for us is about inclusion and unity, bringing 
together year levels and having the best time doing so. 

The 6-12 Swimming Carnival was a great start to the year, 
and we thank everyone who came out and contributed, in the 
pool and out, it was a day of laughter and sportsmanship. 
As 2020 is the Year of Responsibility, we will always keep 
this in mind as we represent the students of the College, 
bringing a sense of pride to the community. 

Henry Baker, Lilly Conlon, Josh Antony and  
Hallie Chlanda 

2020 College Captains 

On Friday 7 February, we ventured to SA 
Aquatic and Leisure Centre in Marion for the 
6-12 Swimming Carnival.

The day provided championship races in the 50m pool, 
participation races in the 25m pool, and novelties in the 
children’s pool. The Year 12 students did their traditional 
dress-up parade with pride, and the teachers vs students 
relay was a highlight this year. In side-by-side lanes, the 
opening leg turned out to be a family affair, with a very eager 
Mr Wadsworth competing for the teachers against his son 
for the students – with the junior of the two taking the 
honours! 

It’s always fantastic to see students embrace the challenge of 
competing in new, as well as familiar, events. The results 
were presented at an assembly the following week, and we 
congratulate McAuley House as the overall champions this 
year. 

As always, the spirit and sportsmanship on show was 
fantastic amongst all students, and the House colours were 
incorporated vibrantly amongst the Year 12 outfits. Barry 
was vocal from the stands, and Fitzpatrick was full of 
encouragement for their fellow swimmers, but this year 
Dalton House was awarded the Spirit Shield. 

Swimming Carnival New School Records

Under 13 100m Championships Girls  
Juliana Lanzilli in 1:15.64 (formerly Lucy Abraham in 
1:16.31 - 2015)

Under 13 100m Championship Boys  
Hamish Langman in 1:04.66 (formerly Jacob Tidswell in 
1:11.28 - 2015)

Under 14 100m Championship Boys 
Aidan Langman in 1:02.23 (formerly Jacob Tidswell in 
1:05.90 - 2016)

Under 14 Butterfly Boys 
Harry Manolopoulos in 31.01s (formerly Shannon 
Broughton in 31.03s - 1998)

Years 6-12 Swimming Carnival Results  
Championship Cup: McAuley House 
Spirit Shield: Dalton House
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Years 7-12  
Athletics  
Carnival 
On Friday 6 March, we headed to SA Athletics 
Stadium for the Years 7-12 Athletics Carnival 
– the second year that Year 7 students have 
been included in this carnival. The morning 
session was slightly cooler than previous years, 
but the sun soon came out to provide ideal 
conditions that saw wonderful participation  
and enthusiasm by the students across all  
four Houses. 

With so many events on offer, the results continued to be 
tallied over the next few days. The final results were intended 
to be presented to students at an assembly later in the term. 
However, with the College following social distancing advice 
due to COVID-19, they were instead delivered to students 
in their Home Groups simultaneously. Congratulations to 
McAuley House on winning the Athletics Carnival Shield 
and Fitzpatrick House on winning the Spirit Shield.

Years 7-12 Athletics Carnival Results 

1st McAuley House  2,171 Points 

2nd  Barry House  1,994 Points 

3rd  Fitzpatrick House  1,888 Points

4th  Dalton House  1,830 Points 

Spirit Shield: Fitzpatrick House

Athletics Carnival New School Records

Under 13 Boys Triple Jump  
Christian Whitwell with 9.6 metres 

Under 14 Boys 800m  
Noah Chlanda in 2:12.62

Under 14 Girls Shot Put  
Clementine Miller with 10.93 metres 

Under 15 Girls 400m 
Layla Kinnane in 1:00.12

Under 16 Triple Jump  
Hayden Howard with 12.56 metres 

Under 16 Boys Discus  
Darcy Miller with 61.68 metres 

Under 16 Boys Shot Put 
Darcy Miller with 17.49 metres 

Jeffrey Wray

Carnivals Coordinator 
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International 
Student  
Programme 

Cambodia

The last few months have been full of variety 
for the international student section of 
Mercedes College. We have had many guests 
and students from a range of countries coming 
to study with us, which has added a lot of 
colour and diversity to our programme. 

During Term 1, we welcomed our first international students 
from Austria and Pakistan, which was exciting. We currently 
have students from 10 different countries, including 
Germany, Singapore, Vietnam, Korea, Thailand, Japan, 
Hong Kong and China. 

With the completion of our comprehensive orientation, our 
new students are adjusting well into their school environment. 
Our 2020 ISP Student Leadership team is meeting to plan 
some exciting activities for 2020.  Our primary aim is to 
promote internationalism and integration of different 
cultures in a variety of academic and social activities.

Our Peer Assisted Study Sessions are a great way of assisting 
students to develop confidence in their daily challenges. The 
Buddy Programme has assisted our international students to 
settle into the Mercedes environment and the great events 
happening in and around Adelaide.

This term, we have been delighted to welcome back several 
old scholars from the ISP programme. It is always wonderful 
to hear what they have done, and are doing, since leaving 
the College. 

Kala Nathan-Thompson

Academic Advisor and Coordinator of Learning Programmes

At the end of 2019, 12 Year 11 students had 
the privilege of embarking on the annual 
Cambodia Service Trip. 

From the moment we landed in Siem Reap, we were taken 
aback by the difference in cultures and living situations. 
Travelling to Cambodia and being welcomed into their 
culture by Sr Denise Coghlan and the team at the Jesuit 
Refugee Service for 10 days was one of the most incredible 
experiences of our lives. It would not have been possible 
without all of the generous support, donations and 
continuous contributions to such a worthy cause. 

By participating in our fundraisers and donating throughout 
2019, you were able to change the lives of so many. While 
in the Oddar Meanchey province, we were able to build a 
home and bathroom for a woman, who lost part of her leg 
due to a land mine nearly 40 years ago, and her nephew. 

We were also able to provide schoolchildren with learning 
equipment, including stationery and books that will enable 
them to further their education and encourage them to stay 
in school. The funds also contributed to purchasing sporting 
equipment to encourage the children to play and find 
happiness in things as simple as a game of handball. 

One of the most memorable parts of the trip was the fact 
that the people and students we met were so unbelievably 
happy and welcoming to us, despite not having much 
themselves. These children do not have the rights and 
privileges we take for granted, but through our work and 
your kind support, we are proud to have had an impact on 
their lives, even if only in a small way. 

The trip brought the 12 of us together, and we were able to 
learn from our experiences and grow as individuals. 
Everything we learnt in Cambodia we were able to bring 
back and use in our everyday lives in Australia. 

We would like to give a special thanks to Mr Carter, Ms 
Heritage, Ms Bahnisch and the one and only Mr Francis for 
supporting us throughout the whole trip. It would be 
nowhere near the same without the support from each and 
every one of you in the wider Mercedes College community. 

We encourage other students to take these opportunities as 
they come, and to remember to give back and be grateful 
for everything you have, because we are all incredibly lucky.

Abbie Mossman, Charli Pearce, Isabel Devitt,  
Sophie Faulkner, Alessia Stewart, Aspen Wagner, 
Gaby Lewis, Henry Moulding, Henry Baker,  
Thomas Magarey, Mark Gabito and Joseph Brayley 

2019 Cambodia Service Trip Participants
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Cambodia Events  
Calendar 
 
We normally publish a calendar of key events 
for the remainder of the year in this issue of the 
Fleur de Lis. However, following the advice of 
the government and health authorities relating 
to COVID-19, the College has elected to take 
a cautious approach with upcoming events and 
excursions.

A number of events in Term 1 have been 
postponed, Term 2 is expected to be similar, 
and most large events for 2020 are currently 
pending due to the unpredictable nature of the 
situation. As such, we are only listing a few key 
events in Term 4, but these are also subject to 
change. 

These unprecedented times are complex and 
changing by the hour, and we thank you for 
your patience and understanding. We ask 
everyone to work together as a Mercedes 
community, and it has been great to see so 
many of you actively living the Mercy Keys – 
especially Mutual Respect. 

Term 4 Events

Year 12 Graduation Assembly 
Friday 23 October 8.30am – 1.30pm  
Gleeson Hall 

The Exhibition (Art/Design/Media)
Wednesday 6 November 4.00pm – 7.30pm  
Library Plaza, Art Rooms & Mercy Lecture 
Theatre 

Year 12 Graduation Ball 
Friday 20 November 6.30pm – 11.30pm  
Adelaide Convention Centre 

Year 5 Graduation
Wednesday 25 November  
Details TBA

Induction Day 
Friday 27 November 8.30am 
Parent Morning Tea: Rose Garden

 
*All events subject to change
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MP&FA 
We welcome everyone to the 2020 school year 
and hope that the children have all settled in 
well to their new classes. 

We would especially like to welcome all new families, new 
Mercedes Parents and Friends Association (MP&FA) 
committee members and class representatives, as well as 
those who re-join us from previous years. 2020 is shaping 
up to be a very busy year indeed!

Welcome Morning Tea

The first day of the new school year commenced with the 
Welcome Morning Tea. Although a very hot day to start 
back at school, the morning tea was so well attended and 
was a fabulous opportunity to reconnect with each other 
and to meet those new to the Mercedes community.

Mercedes Uncorked

Mercedes Uncorked took place a few weeks later on 
Saturday 22 February. It was a beautiful summer’s evening 
and over 230 people enjoyed wine, gin and beer tasting in 
the Rose Garden whilst listening to the fabulous old scholars’ 
jazz band. One of the highlights of the evening was the 
amazing and delicious grazing table. We would like to 
thank everyone who attended this evening, as well as those 
volunteers who helped to make this night such a success.

We would especially like to thank Head in the Clouds, 
Hydropath Society Wines, Hugo Wines, Caroline Hills 
Winery, Minnow Creek Wines, Catlin Wines, Small Gully 
Wines, Mocandunda Wines, Prohibition Gin and Moon 
Dog Brewery for sharing their fabulous products with us. 

Community Courtyard Upgrade

The MP&FA Community Courtyard upgrade project 
commenced in the Christmas holidays. This project was 
undertaken following consultation with staff and students, 
and it will revitalise the space with new seating and 
greenery. We are all looking forward to seeing the 
wonderful results and hope the staff and students enjoy the 
space once completed. 

Many events are planned for the remainder of the year, 
including the ever-popular Junior School Disco, support of 
the Junior School Sports Day and our major fundraiser for 
the year, the inaugural Christmas Fair to be held on Sunday 
15 November. We have commenced our planning for the 
fair and are hoping it will kick off the Christmas season in a 
fabulous and festive way for us all. We hope you will all be 
able to attend.

We look forward to further strengthening our ties with 
Friends of the Arts (FOTA), the Mercedes Old Scholars’ 
Association (MOSA), the Marketing and Development team 
and the entire school community throughout 2020. 

We always welcome new members and if you are  
interested in joining the MP&FA as a regular committee  
member or simply as an occasional volunteer, please email 
Jayne Porter jporter@mercedes.catholic.edu.au in the 
Development Office. 

Jo Cowain

Chair Mercedes Parents & Friends Association 
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Mercureans
I returned to Mercedes College on Thursday 5 
December 2019 to present our Mercurean 
Award to then Year 11 student Ella Parris.

Ella received this award in recognition of her efforts in all 
aspects of school life. She has displayed great courage to 
overcome challenges and has remained a hard-working, 
determined and extremely positive student. Ella has been a 
willing and generous contributor to the wider school 
community. She always shows compassion to others and 
demonstrates great integrity in difficult situations. Ella is 
highly respectful in her approach to her peers and all 
members of the College community. It is this approach 
which makes her a worthy recipient of this award. 

We as Mercureans commend Ella on her achievements and 
contribution to the Mercedes community. Ella was very 
excited to receive this award and even more so when we 
then crossed to a video from Bondi Beach for a special 
presentation from Trent “Maxi” Maxwell from the TV series 
Bondi Rescue. Ella has long been a fan of Trent’s and was 

very surprised by his heartfelt message to her. A big thank 
you to Rebecca Morse and her mum old scholars MOSA 
Executive Officer Anne Morse for organising this special 
presentation.

Unfortunately, we were unable to host our annual Mix & 
Mingle (previously called a cocktail party) for past parents in 
February this year, due to the hectic schedule of events in 
Adelaide. However, we are keen to hear what types of 
events Mercureans would be interested in attending as past 
parents of the College. 

The Mercureans is a fantastic way for past parents to continue 
to enjoy the community spirit and keep their connection with 
the friends they made at Mercedes College. If you have any 
suggestions on the types of events specifically designed for 
past parents, please email Jayne Porter, Mercedes Events and 
Fundraising Manager, via jporter@mercedes.catholic.edu.au 

Chris McMahon

Mercureans Chairperson

Long Lunch        G A R D E N  P A R T Y  O N  T H E  G R E E N

RESCHEDULED  
Date to be announced

 
Rose Garden 

Mercedes College

540 Fullarton Road,  
Springfield

POS T PON E D 

Tickets  $100 per/person

Includes: Three course lunch by Dine 
Catering, canapes and a drink on arrival.

Beverages will be on sale at the bar.

There will be live music, a fashion parade, 
Gin bar, live and silent  auctions and raffle.

Blocks of 10 or 12 available with a table 
nominated captain or individual seating.

To nominate as a table captain or for 
further information please contact

Jayne Porter 8372 3200 or  
jporter@mercedes.catholic.edu.au 
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Zibeon 
Fielding 
(2012)
Zibeon was the 2020 South 
Australian Young Australian 
of the Year and competed 
against other national 
finalists in Canberra over the 
Australia Day weekend.

Zibeon didn’t take out the title of 
Young Australian of the Year but has 
been a magnificent role model to 
both Indigenous and non 
Indigenous people all over Australia.

He is dedicated to raising vital funds 
to help close the gap in Indigenous 
health and through his marathon 
running he has raised significant 
funds for many projects in the  
APY Lands.
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A strong sense of community seems even more important 
after a summer seemingly filled with fires and floods. Each 
year MOSA works towards fostering that sense of unity and 
fellowship with our old scholars, the College and the 
broader College community.

Our reunion programme is one way in which we bring our old scholars 
together. From the one year reunion up to the reunion for our very first 
Foundation old scholars, each reunion is an opportunity for our old 
scholars to reminisce, re-connect and have fun.

We are continuing with our interstate reunions: in 2020 we are returning to 
Sydney, where we held our second interstate reunion several years ago. If 
you are in Sydney or nearby, please consider attending this reunion later in 
the year. You might even run into a fellow classmate!

A very special group of old scholars are our newest ones. I congratulate the 
Class of 2019 on their graduation and their outstanding Year 12 results, 
and look forward to welcoming them into the old scholar community. 

MOSA does so much more beyond the reunions. Supporting our old 
scholar sporting clubs, all of whom punch way above their weight in their 
respective competitions, remains a key part of our activities. These old 
scholar clubs, ranging across football, soccer, netball and cricket provide a 
welcoming culture and competitive environment. Support from MOSA and 
the College means that their membership fees and costs remain low 
compared with other clubs. 

I encourage you to follow reunions, our sporting clubs’ achievements and  
other MOSA events, as well as the adventures of many old scholars and the 
‘Flashback Friday’ posts, through our Facebook page and Instagram 
account. 

I welcome the new Principal, Andrew Balkwill, and look forward to the 
experience and fresh vision he brings to the College. MOSA supports the 
College in many ways, including funding a MOSA scholarship, providing 
career mentoring for Year 11 and 12 students and participating in College 
events. 

Finally, MOSA relies upon the hard work and dedication of its voluntary 
committee members, who generously give up time and effort during their 
busy lives to continue the work of MOSA. My thanks go to committee 
members Ellen Watson (Vice-President), Phil White (Treasurer), Mitch Browne, 
Adriana Ceravolo, Laura Hayward, April Ridgeway, Chris Samaras, 
Miranda Spencer, Karolina Wicik and invited guest Brianna Watson. The 
committee is, in turn, indebted to the tireless efforts of our Executive Officer, 
Anne Morse. 

Jessica Whitford nee Basso (1998)

From the 
President

Retiring 
Committee 
Members
Four members of the MOSA 
Committee retired from office at 
the Annual General Meeting on  
16 March 2020. We thank them 
for their service to the old scholars 
and wish them all the very best in 
their future endeavours.

Laura Hayward nee Taormina (2002)

Laura has served on the MOSA Committee 
for four years and has been a fantastic 
contributor particularly in the area of social 
events where her creativity and hard work 
have been greatly appreciated. Laura was the 
driving force behind the MOSA involvement 
at La Fête Française in 2018, has been an 
active member of the MOSA Netball Club and 
a mentor in the MOSA Career Mentoring 
Programme. We will miss Laura’s valued 
input at meetings along with her drive and 
passion but hope to welcome Laura back as 
a Mercedes parent in the years to come.

1   Laura Haywood nee Taormina 

April Ridgeway nee Hill (2006)

April joined the MOSA Committee in 2017 
and immediately showed a keen interest in 
MOSA activities and initiatives. She brought 
experience to the committee having worked 
in the Marketing and Development Office 
for the previous 6 years. April’s passion for 
everything Mercedes added a great dynamic 
to the committee. She also held the role of 
President of the Mercedes Old Collegiates’ 
Women’s Soccer Club and has been an 
integral part of the MOSA Career Mentoring 
Programme over many years. 

2   April Ridgeway nee Hill

Mitch Browne (2007)

Mitch joined the MOSA Committee in 2019 
and we have appreciated his contribution.

Mitch has been involved with the MOSA 
Career Mentoring Programme for many years 
and has shown a keen interest in MOSA 
activities and initiatives. We wish Mitch well in 
his move to Melbourne with his employment.

3   Mitch Browne
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2020 MOSA Events
April 2020  4 - Class of 1980 40 Year Reunion
 POSTPONED Sparkke at the Whitmore| 7pm

 POSTPONED  5 - MOSA Lunch at Golding Winery
  1.00pm 

 CANCELLED 6 - 1950s/60s Lunch
  12.00pm | The Caledonian Hotel 

May 2020  13 - Class of 2019 First Reunion and   
 POSTPONED Yearbook distribution
  5.00pm-6.30pm | St Joseph’s Courtyard

 POSTPONED May 2 Class of 2015 5 Year Reunion
  7.00pm-11.00pm | The Parkside Hotel

June 2020  1 - 1950s/60s Lunch
 CANCELLED 12pm|Venue TBA

  12 - Year 12 MOSA Career Mentoring
  8.40am-9.35am

August 2020  3 - 1950s/60s Lunch
 PENDING 12pm|Venue TBA

  14 - Year 11 MOSA Career Mentoring
  8.40am-9.35am

 PENDING 15 - Class of 1995 25 Year Reunion
  Proof Restaurant | 7pm

 PENDING 22 - Class of 2010 10 Year Reunion
  4.00pm-6.00pm | Drinks and School Tour 

  6.30pm |The Parkside Hotel

 PENDING 29 - Class of 2000 20 Year Reunion
  4.30pm-6.30pm | Drinks and School Tour 

  7.00pm|The Parkside Hotel 

October 2020  12 - 1950s/60s Lunch
  12pm | Venue TBA

  19 - MOSA Playdate/Tour/Morning Tea
  9.30am-11.00am | Peppertree Playground

  21 - MOSA Mass/Lunch
  12pm-3pm | Ursula Frayne Chapel

  25 - Sydney Reunion 
  2.00pm-5.00pm | Venue TBA

November 2020 7 - Class of 1990 30 Year Reunion
  The Parkside Hotel | 7pm

  9 - MOSA Committee Meeting
  6.30pm | The Staffroom

  Followed by end of year dinner – venue TBA

  14 - Class of 1970/71 50 Year Reunion
  12.00pm-3.00pm|The Parlour, Mercedes College 

  Lunch and School Tour

December 2020  7 - 1950s and 60s Christmas Lunch
  12.00pm| Venue TBA

Karolina Wicik (2007)

Karolina joined the MOSA Committee in 
2019 and we thank her for her valued input 
and support. Unfortunately Karolinka’s work 
commitments as a medical practitioner have 
made it difficult for her to continue in the role 
and we wish her all the best for the future.

4   Karolina Wicik

1 2

43

Annual  
General 
Meeting
The MOSA Annual General 
Meeting was held on Monday  
16 March 2020.

Reports were presented by President Jessica 
Whitford, Treasurer Phil White, Executive 
Officer Anne Morse, Director of Marketing 
and Development Kim Delaney and 
representatives from the old scholar Cricket, 
Football, Netball and Soccer Clubs.

Election of officers was held and details of 
the MOSA Committee for 2020 can be 
found on the College website:  
www.mercedes.catholic.edu.au/community/
old-scholars.



20

MOSA Matters Issue 1 2020

Anna Bardsley-Jones (2007)

Anna is a Producer at the forefront 
of South Australian television and 
film production. Her career spans 
over a decade in the industry 
working across television, 
commercial and film production.

After graduating in 2007 Anna started out  
at Adelaide’s premier production house 
KOJO, before moving to Melbourne to work 
on television drama series City Homicide for 
the Seven Network. After rising to the role of 
Producer early on, she was headhunted by 
one of Adelaide’s top creative agencies  
and quickly promoted to the role of 
Executive Producer.

Her work for the Hilltop Hoods has been 
nominated for 2 ARIA awards, she has 
produced music videos for tracks including 
Cosby Sweater, 1955 featuring Montaigne, 
Clark Griswold featuring Adrian Eagle and 
Exit Sign featuring Illy and Ecca Vandal.

Anna is a member of the Australian 
Cinematographers Society and served as 
President of the Adelaide Advertising and 
Design Club for 2 years, being one of the 
only women to hold the position and the 
youngest President in the club’s  
42-year history.

In 2018 she co-founded production 
company Yah Yah and now works between 
South Australia and Victoria collaborating 
with national and international cast, crew 
and clients. Her current slate includes a 
television series in development and an 
Aboriginal short film adapted from the 
award winning novel Mazin Grace. 

Where are they now?

Helen Connolly (1979)

After graduating from Mercedes 
College in 1979 Helen completed 
a Bachelor of Economics at 
Adelaide University, followed by a 
number of years overseas.

Helen Connolly commenced as the 
inaugural South Australian Commissioner 
for Children and Young People in April 
2017. During her time in this role she has 
met and discussed issues of interest and 
concern with over 4,000 children and young 
people across the State from the APY lands 
to Kangaroo Island. Her role is to promote 
and protect the rights and wellbeing of all 
South Australian children and young people 
and represent their interests to Parliament 
and the broader community.

Helen’s previous roles include, Executive 
Director Australian Red Cross, CEO Inclusive 
Direction and Executive Manager Family and 
Community Service Anglicare.

Always working with people who are 
marginalised and excluded Helen took on a 
number of volunteer roles, including 
Chairperson of SACOSS, ACOSS Director 
and roles on the boards of the child care 
centres and primary schools where her five 
children attended. Helen is currently 
Co-chair of Reconciliation SA.

Helen has maintained a passion for social 
justice, ignited at school, and advocates for 
systemic change on issues including the 
needs of young carers, trans and gender 
diverse children, children of prisoners and 
children in youth justice facilities.

Helen still has contact with a number of girls 
she went to school with and they often 
reminisce about their positive memories of 
school in the 70s.

Mark Saturno (1990)

While working in his family’s hotel 
business in 1991, Mark was also 
gearing up for acting school 
auditions at the end of that year 
and he accepted an offer at 
Adelaide’s Centre for Performing 
Arts (now AC Arts).

Upon graduating in 1994, Mark signed a 
year contract with Magpie Theatre, which 
then led to landing the lead role opposite 
Kate Ceberano in ‘Solstice’ at the 1996 
Adelaide International Festival of Arts. 

Mark embarked on an Australian tour of 
David Williamson’s ‘The Club’ which 
culminated in being accepted into The Lee 
Strasberg Theatre Institute, New York. 
Having just turned 23 (and probably way too 
prematurely!) he jumped on a plane and 
lived in New York City for 11 years, working 
on Broadway and US television, 

After years of running on the showbiz 
treadmill, Mark decided to step off and 
move back to Australia to join his brother 
Peter in running a new family business – 
Longview Vineyard. 

Based in the Adelaide Hills, Longview is a 
multi-faceted wine business that has a cellar 
door, 4.5 star accommodation and a 
thriving event space where the brothers 
oversee everyday operations with a small but 
specialised team.

But acting has always been Mark’s passion 
and it wasn’t long before he was lured back 
to the stage performing in many State 
Theatre Co. productions. The most recent 
was a lead role in ‘A View from the Bridge’, 
which won Mark the Adelaide Critic’s Circle 
Award for Best Individual Perfomance  
of 2019.
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Obituaries

2 3

3

4

1

John Fanning (6/2/1940 – 27/2/2020) 

It is with great sadness that we share the news of the 
passing of John Fanning who contributed over 30 years 
to Mercedes College in various roles including more 
than 20 years as Deputy Principal.

A staunch supporter of the Mercedes Old Scholars’ Association 
(MOSA) John attended many reunions which reinforced his 
continuing strong bond with the community.

John leaves an enduring legacy of positive relationships, 
kindheartedness, honesty and compassion. He was a special 
educator, loved and respected by all.

We express our love and deepest sympathies to Ann, Nicholas,  
Jane, Joshua and their families at John’s passing.

5   John Fanning 

Josephine Marie Clark nee Van Der Jeugd (1976)

Josephine Clark known as Jo/Joey/JoJo left us on 8 
January 2020 surrounded by our mum, family and 
friends at her home after a three year fight with breast 
and finally ovarian cancer. During her illness Jo was 
amazingly brave and an inspiration to her family and 
friends. Jo never gave up.

Jo attended Mercedes College from Year One in 1964 to  
Year 12 Matriculation in 1976. 

Jo was a qualified nurse and in 1994 married Trevor Clark and  
had two boys, Sam and Oliver.

The most important aspect of her life was family and friends so  
being able to see her first grandson Leo born in November was a 
treasured milestone.

6   Josephine Marie Clark nee Van Der Jeugd

Career Mentoring
Year 12 – 15 June Year 11 – 14 August 

Old scholars will once again present career mentoring 
information to our Year 11 and 12 students in a wide 
range of careers. Sessions take place on a Friday 
morning from 8.40am-9.40am and topics include 
tertiary study, opportunities in the work force and 
career experiences of old scholars. 

We are keen to provide students with knowledge from old scholars 
currently undergoing tertiary study paired with old scholars who are 
already qualified and working in their chosen field.

If you are interested in being involved in the programme and are 
currently studying or have experience in any of the following career 
fields please contact MOSA Executive Officer Anne Morse to register 
your interest. E: mosa@mercedes.catholic.edu.au

Architecture Arts (Visual/Performing/Film)
Aviation Business/Entrepreneurship
Commerce/Accounting/Finance Dentistry
Criminal Intel/Cyber Crime Engineering
Information Technology Computer Science 
Journalism/Media Law
Marketing/Advertising Maths/Statistics
Medicine Nursing/Midwifery
Nutrition/Dietetics Paramedics 
Pharmacy Physiotherapy
Police Force Psychology/Social Work 
Science Teaching
Trades Veterinary Science  

1   Business – Jono Kaitatzis (2007), Visual Arts – Lauren Crago 
(2011), Paramedics - Matt Astrauskas (2008)

2   Paramedics – Jordan Pring (2000) and Cathy Diamond (2018)

3    Film – Kate Butler (1995)

4  Medicine – Arnie Nathan (2000) and Lucas Di Ubaldo (2015)

5 6
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From the Archives 
 
Past Principals at Mercedes College

Mercedes has been served by eight principals since the college opened in 
1954. The first three principals were Sisters of Mercy who established the 
school in the Mercy tradition which has been instilled in our students over 
the past 66 years.

Each principal has left their mark on the College and we thank them all for their contribution 
over the years. Last year we farewelled Mr Peter Daw – principal from 2004-2019 and this 
year we welcomed our ninth Principal Mr Andrew Balkwill.

We look back on the history of our principals from 1954-2019.

Our first Principal Sr Mary Philip (Sr Mavis McBride) reflects on her first year with a staff of  
11 Mercy nuns:

“These Sisters were the full staff and I mean full. Between us and aided by the students we  
did the cleaning, the sport, the choir work, the book shop, tuck shop, paid the bills, collected 
the school money. Everything at first, except Drama for which a lady came two days a week. 
Two Sisters taught Music all day, three looked after the cooking, laundry and dining room for 
the boarders and one was retired and did hundreds of jobs around the house, Strathspey  
and looked after the cats and the beautiful collie dog we had. The whole 11 of us shared 
yard duty, all day long and on weekends because of the boarders and some of us shared 
night duties We had no cars.”

 
1   First Principal Sr Mary Phillip (Sr Mavis McBride) 1954-1960

2  Sr Mavis McBride

3   Sr Mary Carmel (Sr Carmel Bourke) 1961-1969

4   Sr Deidre O’Connor 1970-1972

5  Ruth Whiteley 1973-1978

6    Ruth Whiteley with students

7    Peter Wallace 1979-1981

8   Peter Wallace with Frank Wolff and Sr Joan Gaskell

9   Chris McCabe 1982-1997

10   Chris McCabe with Prof Margaret Somerville (Class of 1959)

11   Mercedes College administration in 1988.  
L-R Standing: Joe De Tullio, Georgina Smith, John Fanning.  
L-R Sitting: Chris McCabe, Sister Monica Gallivan 

12   Catherine Alcock 1998-2003

13   Catherine Alcock and Peter Daw.  
Incoming Principal Peter Daw with his predecessor Catherine Alcock at the Jubilee Ball

14   Peter Daw 2004-2019

15   Peter Daw farewell

16   Andrew Balkwill – current Principal 

1
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Old Scholars on Staff
This year we have a record number of old scholars who are on the staff at 
Mercedes. 27 old scholars currently work in a variety of roles and MOSA 
is very proud of this great tradition.

In addition a large number of old scholars have maintained their connection with the college by:

• coaching sporting teams

• attending camps, excursions and retreats including the Mimili Trek

• mentoring and tutoring current students 

• playing in old scholar sporting teams

Teachers include:

Junior School:

Kellie Osborn (1995) Head of Junior School

Sarah Pfitzner nee Smytherman (1994) Year 3

Tori Beers nee Szabo (2001) Year 1

Andrew Khabbaz (2009) Year 5

Lara Ebbs nee McEvoy (2000) Junior School Teacher Librarian

Debbie Lauder nee Kenny (1975) Junior School Teacher Librarian

Middle/Senior School

Anne Way nee Madigan (1977) R-12 Director of Well Being/College Psychologist

Jason De Luca (1992) Year 6-12 Science Coordinator

Erin McPheat nee Ritchie (1993) Year 6

Jess Zotti (1999) English/History

Anthony Kelly (2001) Subject Leader – Year 6-12 Drama/IB Theatre

Jessica Karlovic nee D’Andrea (2003) Art/Design

Sarah Hartlett nee Brougham (2003) Humanities, Religious Education, Modern History

Jenni Chan (2005) Chemistry/Biology/Science

Kate Harrison (2005) Biology/Nutrition/Science and Director of Basketball

Lachy Jones (2007) PE/Humanities/STEP and Old Collegians Cricket

Administrative positions

Teresa Dametto nee Zoanetti (1966) Education Support Officer

Debbie Goss (1972) Director of Out of Hours School Care (OHSC)

Alison Mitchell nee Norrish (1975) Education Support Officer – Library

Hamish Dowd (1993) Property and Services Manager

Alex Beveridge nee Szabo (1997) Education Support Officer – Junior School

Amanda Langton nee Bugg (2005) Education Support Officer

Ben Salter (2008) Publications Coordinator

Stephen Heuzenroeder (2008) Out of Hours School Care (OHSC)/Relief Teacher

Peter Kenmore (2010)  Education Support Officer Information/
Communication/Technology (ICT)

Tuscany Buckle (2016) Education Support Officer

Chiara Brown (2007) Out of Hours School Care (OHSC)/Relief Teacher

Jess Wadsworth (2017) Education Support Officer

Henry Coomblas (2014) Out of Hours School Care (OHSC)/Relief Teacher

Old Scholars on Staff photos

1   L-R: Jason De Luca

2   L-R: Stephen Heuzenroeder

3   L-R Back: Lachlan Jones, Anthony Kelly, 
Erin McPheat, Kate Harrison 
L-R Front: Jenni Chan, Jessica Zotti,  
Anne Way

4   L-R: Alex Beveridge, Tori Beers, Andrew 
Khabbaz, Jessica Karlovic, Kellie Osborn

5   L-R: Back: Ben Salter, Peter Kenmore, 
Debbie Goss, Hamish Dowd 
L-R Front: Amanda Langton, Alison 
Mitchell, Debbie Lauder

6   L-R: Sarah Hartlett, Teresa Dametto, 
Sarah Pfitzner, Lara Ebbs

7   L-R: Tuscany Buckle, Jessica Wadsworth, 
Chiara Brown, Henry Coomblas
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Cricket 
The Mercedes Old Scholars cricket team is just one 
point out of the top four with three regular season 
games remaining. 

Tim McEvoy has led the team with the bat, scoring 350 runs for the 
season at an average of 31.82. McEvoy produced a century in 
Round 7 against Adelaide Lutheran. All rounder and Mercedes staff 
member Logan Hill, has been effective with both bat and ball, while 
new wicketkeeping recruit, Dustin Head, has been reliable behind the 
stumps. The Camels will be aiming to win their remaining fixtures to 
once again qualify for finals in the Adelaide Turf Cricket Association 
(ACTA) Limited Overs Div 1 Competition.

The old scholars enjoyed the chance to play in the annual MOSA 
cricket game against the Mercedes First XI on 21 February. It was a 
fun game for all involved and a number of the Mercedes College 
teaching staff put on an entertaining display. The Club would like to 
thank Anne Morse for her continued support.

Joc O’Connell (2007) 

4    L-R Back: Tim McEvoy (2003), Joc O’Connell (2007), Angus 
Kelly (2007), Patrick Clarke, Andrew Barber (2011), Dustin Head 
L-R Front: Josh Schiller, Kevin O’Callaghan (2002), Paul 
O’Callaghan (2009), Ryan O’Callaghan (2004), Logan Hill (Staff)

5   L-R: Luke Heaslip (2013), Bill Kouts (2010), Lachy Jones (2007)

6   Old Scholars and Staff combined team for match against 1st XI 
on 21 February 

  L-R Back: Jack Carter (Staff), Ryan O’Callaghan (2004), Angus 
Kelly (2007), Paul O’Callaghan (2009), Luke Heaslip (2013), 
Tim McEvoy (2003), Josh Archer (Staff), Kevin O’Callaghan 
(2002), Andrew Khabbaz (2009) 

  L-R Front: Jacob Hanley (Staff), Lachy Jones (2007),  
Joc O’Connell (2007), James Burdon (Staff)

1 2

3

4

5 6

Football 
The Unley Mercedes Jets have been promoted into 
Division 1 of the Adelaide Football League.

After having been named by the League as the overall 2019 Club 
Champion (encompassing all 3 grades), 2020 promises to be 
another exciting, albeit challenging, season for the Jets. 

This will be the 10th season for the Unley Mercedes Jets. It has been 
a wonderful journey, rising from Division 4 (when a relationship was 
forged with the Unley Jets in 2011) to Division 1 in 2016 and, after 
3 seasons back in Division 2, now promoted again to Division 1.

It is no doubt timely to recognise some milestones achieved by old 
scholars during that period:-

200 games: James Khabbaz (2007), Will Batty (2007)

150 games: Nathan Chettle (2007), Michael Khabbaz (2007),  
Kane Chapman (2009), Andrew Khabbaz (2009), Nick Petch (2010)

100 games: Tom Rodger (2007), Zac Lundberg (2009), Luke Davies 
(2009), Ben Keam (2009), Pat Keam (2010), Michael Guerin (2011), 
Ross Pickering (2011), Dylan Duval (2012), Luke Heaslip (2013), 
Liam Ryan (2013), Johann Einarson (2013).

David Petch

MOSA Representative on Unley Mercedes Jets Committee 
0418 805 759

1    Johann Einarson (2014)

2   Alistair Salt (2017) and Max Withers (2015)

3   Mitch Duvall (2013)
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Netball
What a season! After a short break, MOSA returned  
to the netball court in a new competition for  
Summer 2020. 

The team enjoyed a very successful season, finishing the minor round 
undefeated and at the top of the table. We won our way through to 
the Grand Final only to be narrowly defeated in overtime in a very 
exciting match.

We’ve loved our new home within the South Australian United 
Church Netball Association (SAUCNA) competition so much so that 
we’re returning for winter 2020. It’s never been this affordable to be 
a part of MOSA Netball so if you’re thinking about playing now is 
the time. Unfortunately due to COVID-19 the commencement of the 
winter season has been delayed, futher details to come.

Lidia Gray nee Taormina (2007)

E: mosanetball@gmail.com

9   L-R: Elysha Reardon (2009), Arabella McKay, Lidia Gray nee 
Taormina (2007), Ola Wicik (2013), Tara Licciardi (2013),  
Alice O’Connell (2012), Hayley Taeuber (2009), Laura Hayward 
nee Taormina (2002)

7 8

9

Soccer
Pre-season has kicked off at Mercedes Old  
Collegians as another successful year looms on the 
horizon in 2020.

With 12 championship wins in just 10 seasons, Mercedes has a 
strong and long history of success. That was no different in 2019, as 
the MOCSC Supers won its second title in just 3 seasons. 

Once again in 2020, Mercedes will field 3 Mens teams and 1 Womens 
team that will all be pushing for silverware in their respective leagues.

For almost 30 years, our club has worked hard to build a strong 
culture of winning on the pitch and community off it. I constantly hear 
from ex-players, coaches and supporters, dating all the way back to 
1992, about how much the club means to them and how it has 
impacted on their lives. Last year, I witnessed first-hand how 
passionately the club gets behind its members to support them  
when needed.

We welcome players of all ages, skill levels, genders and 
backgrounds. Being an old scholar isn’t necessary, as long as you 
have a good attitude and are willing to give it a crack. 

You can head over to the MOCSC page on Facebook to keep 
updated with news and information on our upcoming social  
and charity events, such as Ladies Day, Clive Marling Day and  
Past Players Day.

We’ll see you out on the pitch,

Nicholas Maher (2010) 
MOCSC President  

7    Lachie McNamara (2014)

8    Jack Davison and Rowan Roff (2006)
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Class of  1979 
40 Year Reunion  
Saturday 23 November 2019

On November 23rd, 2019 the class of ’79 celebrated our 40 year 
reunion afternoon.

We met Anne Morse at Strathspey for champagne and nibbles and 
then were taken on a tour of the school which was very interesting 
and brought back many fond memories. The school has changed so 
much in that time!

Afterwards we looked through old school annuals and reminisced 
about our school days.

We concluded our reunion with dinner and drinks at the Torrens Arms 
Hotel, where we spent several hours enjoying each others company.

Bronte Nolan (nee Reynolds) travelled from Kangaroo Island for this 
wonderful event. As it was so much fun we are aiming to try and 
catch up more regularly.

Thank you to Anne Morse for organising such a lovely afternoon for us.

Anne Tymukas (nee Grzeskowiak)

1   L-R: Helen Connolly, Angela Capoccia, Rachel Halliday 

2   L-R: Rebecca Fulton, Louise Heaslip nee Sheridan, Anne Tymukas 
nee Grzeskowiak, Bronte Nolan nee Reynolds, Judith O’Loughlin

1950s and 60s 
Christmas Lunch
On Monday 2 December 2019 the 1950s and 60s old 
scholars held their annual Christmas lunch at Scuzzi 
Café in North Adelaide. 

A record number attended and the ladies were delighted to welcome 
special guests retired Principal Peter Daw, past staff member John 
Fanning and Director of Marketing and Development Kim Delaney.

3   L-R: John Fanning, Luigina Reginato, Kati Lewis (nee Telkesi), 
Cathy Lamshed (nee Daly)

4   L-R: Anne Marie Naughton, Pam Polasek (nee Koehncke),  
Sr Pat Feehan

5   L-R: Colleen O’Brien (nee Morrissey), Cathy Stanton  
(nee Hanrahan)

6   L-R: Eleanor Guglielmin (nee Gale), Annie Page (nee Cooling), 
Helen Ford (nee Culleney)

Lunch dates for 2020 

Monday 3 August, 12 October, 7 December

Venue for future lunches TBA.

Please note that the scheduled lunches for 6 April and 1 June have 
been cancelled. Please contact Jan Richardson (8338 0090) or 
Helen Raftery (8379 3090) to confirm your attendance one week 
prior to the date.

1
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Sydney Reunion SAVE THE DATE - Sunday 25 October 2020

We are holding a reunion in Sydney for 
all our old scholars living in New South 
Wales on Sunday 25 October.

It is four years since we held our first 
reunion in Sydney and we would love to 
catch up with all our Sydney old scholars.

If you are living in Sydney please update 
your email so we can send you an invite:

amorse@mercedes.catholic.edu.au
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Engagements
Engagements

1       Adriana Ceravolo (2008) was engaged  
to Tim Weling on 26 October 2019.

2      Amanda Brady (2004) was engaged to 
Brett Ebert on 3 January 2020.

3        Anaelle Lemasson (French exchange 
student, 2008) was engaged to Russell 
Smith on 31 July 2019.

4        Lauren Petch (2007) was engaged to 
Adam Leaney on 30 November 2019.

5   Lesley Nemer (2007) was engaged to  
Tim Burford (2007) on 7 October 2019.

6        Toni Charlton (2011) was engaged to 
Michael Renucci on 13 September 2019.

7   Locky Kay (2000) was engaged to Megan 
Whitehead on 4 February 2020.
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Weddings and Births
Weddings

1      April Hill (2006) married Tim Ridgeway on 7 November 2019 at Belvidere Winery at 
Langhorne Creek. April’s sister Rosie Hill (2010) was a member of the bridal party and 
brother Hamish Hill (2013) gave the bride away and was emcee at the reception.

2      Ben Way (2000) married Abbey Gelmi on 29 November 2019 at Lot 100 in the 
Adelaide Hills. Old scholars Adam Drabsch (2000) and Dan Flanagan (2000) were 
members of the bridal party.

3      Edwina Hill (2008) married Ryan Hamer on 21 September 2019 at The Wool Mill, 
Brunswick East, Victoria. Old scholars in the bridal party included Laura Messing nee 
Hill (2004), April Ridgeway nee Hill 2006, Rosie Hill (2010) and Hamish Hill (2013).

4      Elizabeth McCann (2010) married Darren Linton on 5 October 2019 at the Adelaide 
Zoo. Old scholars in the bridal party included Eleanor McCann (2008), Anastasia 
Rizos (2010) and Isabella Tropiano (2010).

5      Emily McCullough (2008) married David Braham on 26 October 2019 at Montefiore 
Hill, North Adelaide. Emily’s sisters Melinda Stone nee McCullough (1998) and 
Caitlin McCullough (2006) were members of the bridal party.

6      Karolina Wicik (2007) married Bobak Bahrami on 9 November 2019 at a private 
property at Stirling in the Adelaide Hills. Old scholars in the bridal party included Patrick 
Wicik (2009), Alexandra (Ola) Wicik (2013) and Minnie McCreanor (2007).

7      Luke Ebbs (2004) married Joelene Sosol on 14 December 2019 in Vanuatu. Luke is the 
Country Director of Save The Children in Vanuatu.

8      Marissa Seeley (2005) married Tom Swaine on 30 November 2019 at Chateau 
Apollo, Adelaide. Her sister Amanda Seeley (2000) was a member of the bridal party.

9      Rachel Goggin (2005) married Patrick Brown on 30 November 2019 at St Joseph’s 
Church, Willunga. Old scholars in the bridal party included John Goggin (2008),  
Nick Goggin (2012) and Iseult Goggin (2012).

10      Sarah Donovan (2011) married Adrian Herrara on 4 January 2020 at the National 
Wine Centre. Old scholars in the bridal party included Kate Donovan (2015) and  
Nick Hayden (2009).

11      Vilija Sabeckis (2001) married Kevin Horne on 26 October 2019 at Littlewood 
Agapanthus Farm at Littlehampton. Old scholar Joanne Bennett (2001) was maid  
of honour. 

Births

12      Karen Wright (1998) and Dave Pattullo welcomed Jonny Anthony Wright Pattullo on  
25 September 2019.

13      Matthew Deegan (2003) and Amy Deegan welcomed Claire Elaine Deegan on  
23 October 2019 – a sister for Mila.

14      Mike Killington (2000) and Tess Killington nee Davey (2002) welcomed Rose 
Maggie on 29 October 2019 – a sister for Bella and Gracie.

15      Nastassja James nee Maher (2006) and Rhys James welcomed Arnold James on  
5 October 2019.

16      Poppy Anastassiadis (2004) and Michael Murphy (2004) welcomed Otto Patrick 
Jonathon Murphy on 4 July 2019 – a brother for Adelaide.

17      Sarah Broadbridge (2000) and Nicholas Finn welcomed Henry Alexander Finn on  
25 October 2019 – a brother for James.
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